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IHE POINT STATED, &c. . - 


Fr was ſome time after a ſecond inflam- | 
matory epiſtle appeared, before I was determined to 
write on the ſubject of the Briſtol diſpute. oe 

Urged by the cauſe of Truth, my conſcience calls 
on me to do my duty. Tobey its dictates, © Truth 
is great, and will prevail.“ N 
t was far from being pleaſant to me to ſtop at 
Briſtol in the late Methodiſtical commotion there: 
Nothing ſo much induced me to it, as my attachment 
to real Methodiſm. The ſame attachment induces 
me now, to throw all the light upon that ſubject of 
diſpute, of which I am capable, As I was an eye 
and ear witneſs of many things relative to the debate, 
I have the better opportunity of doing it: and 1 am | 
the more called to it, as my name in this affair, nas 
been handed over the kingdom: and many have 
been prejudiced againſt me, - through palpable miſre-. 
- Preſentations cf the caſe. Some of my friends are 
aſtoniſhed to find my name on the black lift of thoſe. 
who have « trampled on the rights of the confer! 
eace!” in oppoſing the Briſtol Truſtees and Co. 4 
and call on me for an explanation. The reaſons _. 
which will be offered in this pamphlet, will be mn 
HY Apology for the ſhort ſtay I made in Briſtol, and for 
| what I did there. | TEOE 1 OR IN 
Mr, Benſon, the truſtees, and many of | theis., , | 
friends, were my chief friends in Briſtol z whom 1 | . l 
ſincerely loved, and will love, whatever may happen, 
er however we may differ in our judgments, 1 am 8 
lorry that we do differ. * JET BH 
I was moved by clear conviction of the truth, to 
4 % 4 3 appele--* 
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oppoſe their meaſures when in Briſtol; and from 

the ſame conviction I muſt now prove, that, (as Me- 
thodiſts) they have rebelled againſt the Methodiſtical- 
government, and were laying a train to blow up its 
very foundations! The queſtions in debate are, 


Iiſt. Shall Truſtees, in the Methodiſt connection, 
| place and diſplace preachers at their plea- 

© 8 fore? or, ſhall they not ? 
24. Shall Methodiſt preachers aid Truſtees that 
claim and exert ſuch a power? or, ſhall 

not! 

* Shall we ſuffer a combination of Truſtees 
and others to overturn old Methodiſm ? 

or ſhall we not? 8 


| - Theſe/ are the queſtions, and theſe nh about 
which I am concerned Any others which have been 
forced into the ſubject, ere introduced ſophiſtically, 
With: an intent to darken the point in debate. Theſe 
ns alſo concern cv,, Methodiſt. For, if _ 
ruſtees have the fake Fight and power to place and 
the preachers at their pleaſure, 7 
r would . cipher, and 
every! preacher, % ſteward, and member 
in ſociety muſt be mute, while the Truſtees do the 
bduſineſs of placing and difplacing _ preachers for 
them, ever ſo much their ju ent 
— — 26x again! Judgm 
Te will be allowed that ſach a power if et anti- me- 
thodiſtical, ** the exerting of it unjuſt: and, were it 
would be awfully fatal to Methodiſm. But. 
Briſtol truſtees have exerted: this power !! 
Meſſre. — Rodda, and Vaſey have aided them 


in the buſineſs! 
The Briſtol truſtees, by an a&t of their un will 


101 * in Te o (chief) the wh whote ſrriey, 


C 
ſocal- preachers, ftewards, leaders, and people: as 
well as to Methodiſm, the Conference, and Mr. Wel- 

ley's Old Plan! In af manner, (without any 
trial, or eharge brought e him) expelled Mr. 
Henry Moore, from Te bodiſt Chapels in Briſtol, 
to tohich the Conference had nted him |! ! | 

This is a & novel ſyſtem” indeed; never, before, 
recorded in the annals of Methodiſm! This, an 
© innovation*®” unparalleled! The Truftees in this 
act either rebelled againſt Methodiſm and the Con- 
ference, or, they have an equitable right to annul 
what is done by the Conference, and to give new 
laws to that * But according to the laws 
of Methodiſm, the Truſtees have no ſuch right. 
Judge brethren: Where doesirebellion exiſt? Were 
they rebels to Methodiſm hůð food in the gap to 
oppoſe this act of the truſtees, and to ſtop its bag 
effects? or, the truſtees thetnſelves?- who, in the ſaid 
act, « trampled on the authotity-of the conference, 15 
on the rights of the ſociety, on equity, and tlie ald plan 
of methodiſm Mr. Moore was the only preacher 
of the four, appointed to Briſtol, of the peoples choice: 
many of whom are eminent ſor piety and libetality; 
and who made very handſome donations towards car- 
rying on the charity, as well as to the erecting of the 


very chapels from whence the man of their choice 
was expelled. Such complain, and have renſqn qt Þ 
complaint. They aſk, « Where is the juſtice?-where; || | 
the equity of: this aCt of the — Where the 
confidence which was placed in them? (Te guard" : , | 
our rights, not to-phunder them.) LED RE ST EY 

In expelling the preacher whom we prefer, is in \ 
fact, expelling us alſo, from the chapels'tewhich W Wu 
have as much proper right, as they themſetyes who 
| have done this deed. We never entered into the - 
methodiſt ſociety on ſuch terms, as, to have truſtees: 

to rule over us, and our preachers,” Ian 


N 


1 1 
1a the attorney's letter, the truſtees expreſs theis 
authority and independeney in reſpe& to the New- 
Room aud-Guinea-ſtreet Chapel, to appoint whom 
they pleaſe to preach; therein, and to expel whom 
/ they pleaſe from them! the: geang accountable to 


© © none for An eſe reſpects ! Does this 


favour of old methodiſm 
eur loving children? eu 
- When the power of the truſtees was called in 
queſtion, in a large company after the expulſion, 
(preſent, ſeveral preachers, . leaders, ſtewards, and 
truſtees) the conference being mentioned as oppoſed 
to the recent action. A truſtee, boldly interrogated 
What is the conference to us!“ Some of them 
had made it ne ſecret, prior to the expulſion, openly 
to declare, , We have no need of the conference, 


Is it like the language of 


de een de without it!“ This is a ſpecimen to 


ſhow. what kind of conference men they were, about 
the time they made the & bold attack; and what reve- 
rence they paid to its authori tx. 
But, were it right, that, the Briſtol truſtees ſhould 
have ſuch. a power as they have lately exerted ; then, 
it would be fignit ſag other truſtees to have the ſame, 
and to uſe it at their pleaſure: and were this the caſe, 
_. the methodiſts would indeed ſoon «- Dwindle into a 
dull, dry party: and become diſſenters in grain. 
Ihe leaders ef this party charge the real methodiſts 
with geſigns te diſſent. Why ! that they may gain 
thereby an opportunity of ay their own diſſenting 
2 and of tzraing our © PREACHING-HOUSES 
inte InDzFEnDert, MEETING-Housss' | | 
Ide truſtees having the command of the © Bag; 
and ſuch powers in our government, would lord it 
over hers, ſtewards, leaders, people, and act 
- without control! They being accountable to none: 
and any who ſhould ſcruple to bend to their my | 
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and ſervilely ſubmit. to their authority—would be; 
tyrannically 2 from the Se they, n | 
being, judge and Jury bn the caſe |, 5 ufc ot: 
| ſome places we have rruſtees, | (that have » % 
5 itching to rule) who ate not in the 
nor care any more for methodiſm than Judas cw 
for his Lord |, Some of ſuch have been ſmuggled into 
the truſt by geſigaing men, eee . 
forbear mentioning a recent caſe at preſent, 

One might ask, how are the methodi chapels, | 
_ raiſed? Not by. truſtees, but by the labours of the 
preachers, in ſoliciting the aid of (chiefly) thoſe to, 
whom our miniſtry has been a bleſſing. (I myſelf, 
on one of thoſe occaſions, travelled more than 1200 
miles in a Journey to beg for a chapel.] And ſhall, 
we tamel 5 up the power to truſtees to us 
at their pleaſure, from the very chapels which were 
etected through our toil and ſabour ? Shall trüſtees 
diſpoſe of the revenues of ſuch chapels {when free. 
from any encumbrance) as their own will and plea- 
ſure direct] without conſulting preacherz ſteward, ge 
leader? Such a Fan be ene ener 
honeſt, methodiſt. IM 720 
Truſtees ate put into their oer as pet la 
| methodilticalt ) to be the guardians the rights n 
1 for far,.as the i Mar expreſſes the limits qu. 
ir truſt, when Tettled according to the methodiſt 
pan ee large Minutes, page 4 1% ĩ þ 
« A great majority” of our truſtees act „ 
to their truſt. without any, wiſh; to out ſtep theit 
place. Such, if ndeed, are << reſpectable Kgenerous \ 0 
praiſe worthy, 5 faithful labourers with the preach- 
ers to promote the cauſe. of God; without any ſelfiſh Y 
| views, ©« Their, and our intereſts are ane.” Ie Þþ 
bleſſing of God be ever upon them. Their reward® 
is wid the Lord. But, figm ſuch * N 
72 | | ; & A 4 
i | 


Good Lord deltver us.“ 


133 
ters of the . bag, and be fulers in our Iſrael, — 


But to return to Briftel. Some of the truſtees 
there; laid plans to divide the body of preachers (for 
_ purpoſe they know.) Their — tranſpired. 

very objection was to be removed out of the way of 


a — 4 —— come over to them. 800l. 
were ſubſcribed among a few of them z—and they 


boaſted, that, among their confederates, 10000). could 


de raiſed in alittle time as a fund, to carry on their 
puart in the diviſion of . wiight come 


over to their intereſts | 
+ Added to this, when I was in a certain rice, ex- 


15 roofing the grief which I felt at the idea of: a diviſion - 
of the preacher,—a truſtee, who was preſent, declar- 
ed, — Mir are determined to divide the boy, we have 


many preachtrs't in our intereft already, and Mr. Benſon 


it our man.” When | heard th things, and per- 


ceiving how matters were going forward, my ſeel- 
ings produced a' painful lich, the language of which 
was,—AJas for our Zion! 

Judge, brethren, who were friends, and, who were 
enemies to the order, and intereſts of methodiſm. 
Were they friends to our caufe who ſought to make 
a ſchiſm in che body? Were they good conference 


men who aided ſuch men in ſuch A 1 


Viewing things on both ſides the queſtion, I was 
clearly conv on which'was rebellion. The lit- 


tle that I did while in Briſtol, was, not to aid a party 


bot, from a 94 of which I ſhall never 


athamed:: I acted with a pure intention to ſerve me- 
thodiſm.: If I were in an error, I was led into it by 
Mr. Weſley, Mr. Mather, and the deciſion of the 


conference (in ſuch cafes) in the year 1788. 


I had great hopes that a diviſion of the body would 


| 8 e when Mr. Benſon, ſhould arrive 


1 at 
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at Briſtol, and ſee things in their true light, he would 
not eſpouſe the cauſe of the truſtees, except fully re- 
folved to fit down with them. But my hopes in him 
were-diſappointed, ' He has given too evident proof of 
the aſſertion Mr. Benfon is our man,” And is even 
become their champion !—As to the adminiſtering or 
not adminiſtering of the Lord's-ſupper, was out of the 
ueſtion: For, the expulſion of Mr. Moore (I ſpeak 
fom pretty good authority} had been determined, Even 
before the laſt conference] ſhould the conference ap- 
point him to Briſtol. However, Mr. Benſon would 
force the ſacrament into the diſpute, that, he might find 
ſome ſhadow of accufation againſt Mr. Moore (though 
Mr. Moore did nothing but what the conference au- 
thoriſed him to do:) and, the old plan, was brought 
forward as the 2%, to prove all guilty who had oppoſed 
the truſtees and Mr. Benſon. ' The innocency of the 
truſtees and Co! and the guilt and baſeneſs of their 
oppoſers, were poſted over the nation! Tragicat 
accounts alſo were exhjbited of what never exifted ! ! 
Of Torn members, mangled, and left bleeding to 
death PP? «« Left,” without a hand to help, or an eye to 
pity ! © Oppoſitions,” —formidable. -«<« Ontrages ;—" 
bitter,“ & violent,” and terrible! To g with 
life—miraculous ! No wonder, that, after ſo tragi- 


cal a farce; a gloom ſhould follow, and ſpread ts 
lable influence over the whole kingdom! Confuſion, / | 


produced conſtermtion, as if 'an enemy were at 
gate] Scarce any thing could now be feen diſtinctly y- 
The objects which did appear, were beheld through 
a falſe-medium.. | 8 I 
Prior to Mr. Benſon's arrival in Briſtol, nothing 
was talked of ſo much, as the truſtees going off with - | 
a ſmall part of the body. (They could count about 
half a dozen preachers on whom they could depend, 
with Mr. B. in the front) However, Mr. Berifon 
00 5 © 11 
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finding himſelf deſerted by the ſociety and congr 
tion, (both Win dec for the. rights of the = 
. ference, and methodiſm) ſaw it would not do to be 
at the head of fo ſmall a minority. To relieve/him- 
. / ſelf and bis friends, he taught the truſtees a new lan- 
 >guage. They. were. apt ſcholars in the- ſtrange 
tongue: at to-articulate-(a little: diſcordant- 
y) are for the conference /!”” Conference 
| men are we all]! „ The church! 4 Old ground,” 
„ Tried ground,” &c. &c.. Thus by the way of 
& old ground,” ho aſſiſted his friends to ſtep upon- 
new Then in one united effort of exclamation, —- 
No © novel plans:“ no-* innoyations: no or- 
| dination;” no ſacraments, &c. .&c. . Ibis was 
| eng Lib what formerly was called Pricf- 
craft, when ſomething was neceſſary to be done, for 
the of the church. 191 5 
TL .l!hus were our ears pierced with the mighty ſound: - 
and darkneſs ſtill prevailed, ſo that. the point in debate 
was not to be ſeen, except by few. A party, ready 5, 
to take fire, was raiſed: and a ſad murmur uttered 
tits voice. from various parts, againſt thofe bad men, 
bo had dared to make oppoſition to the & generous 
& xreſpectable Truſtees and Co- For they were be- 
dome honourable men] having made ſo noble a ſtand 
. againſt equity, methodiſm, and the conference! 
It did not appear to me that the idea exiſted-beſore- 
{. Mr. Benſon arrived at Briſtol, not even among the 
truſtees, that their party had any thing to.do-with the: 
| conference; having formally renounced it, trampled-: 
on its authority, and laughed at its power! They 
| were looking out for a new: conference, on a NEW- 
* PLAN, which they themſelves ſhould model, and over | 
wich preſide. Preachers were looked out who were 
| ſupple enough to ſerve them. No coſt. was to be 
fared to ſet this new machine at work: for, if ory 


* 
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ſet in motion hy ſuch an engineer as Mr. Benſon,— 


no doubt could be harboured of its / continuance. 


Theſe ſuperintending gentlemen were rich; and they 


had rich allies. 100001, could be raiſed in a trice for 
a new. preacher s fund! and a ſchool-houſe was talked. 


of, which would be as good, if not better than that 


at Kingſwood! ] I confeſs I felt a fear of old me- 
thodiſm being in danger: For, the temptations, held 


out, were ſtrong and flatteting to any. who might 


have an * [tching palm.“ be Faber, 236 fonts: 
© - Brethren, ſhall any temptations of wealth, eaſe, or 
fame, prevail over methodiſt preachers,—and cauſe 
them to quit the ſtation in which, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt placed them? | | 


Is it poſſible that, a (c great majority” of the confer- 


ence & approve of Briſtol truſtees and Co.“ and ac- 
cede to their new plan? That a © great majority” 
are-willing to ſacrifice their freedom, itinerancy, and 


old methodiſm, — to this iruſtee plan? That a“ great 


majority” are willing to give up the place in which 


Mr, Welley left them, to truſtees? Are you per- 


ſuaded that truſtees can manage the ftationing of 
preachers, &c. &c. better than the conference, and 
will you take them for your rulers “ For better for 


worſe ? God forbid: _ Pet poverty, perſecu- | 
tion, calumny, or any other affliction befall us, rather 


than ſo ſore; an evil ſhould befall methodiſm, 


2 and that he is proof agai that they 
can to allure him into their ſcheme: he tells us 
that it is 4 an-ſcriptural;” and, alſo,, & anti-methodi/-.. 
tical”? But his on records ſhall. ſpeak for him. 

The following extra#ts are taken from Mr. Mather's 
7 ary to the Rev. Dr. Coke's flate of Deuy- 

ed ee, e 
Mx. Welley has ever reſerved to himſelf, and 
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I am glad that Mr. Mather is an onpeſer of \thd | 
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EIT 
under his direction to the aſſiſtants for the time being, 


wi. (thevight) to chuſe” his own, and the ſocieties 


fervants; for fo our ſtewards account theryſelves for 
the Lord's fake 3 to remove, I fay, all theſe hinderan- 
ees, and to render them (the truftees) entirely without 
exeuſe jf they ſtill refuſed to accommodate matters, 
ue gave up - theſe e and in fact 8 thing 
exec power of removing preachers without 

| pong edges trial.” Page 8. y, when all theſe 
things are taken into the account, can any one think 

that the allowances here made are not as great as 
could be reaſonably expected, or Mr. Weſley grant, 
without betraying the confidence the ſubſcribers had. 
in him, which he muſt have done, if he had confirmed 
what theſe truſtees had aſſumed to themſelves, viz: 1.. 
full power to exclude Mr. Weſley and his-preachery 
attheir ſole pleaſure e and, 2. To be the diſpoſers of their 
neighbours” property at their will; and have authority | 


- - to caule the houſe to be occupied by any individual 


they might think proper to call, to whom they might 
jnſute the ſſion, and a ſalary out of the profits of it 
bor life.“ P. 11. „Therefore, as a guardian of the 
people's property, and much more as one to whom - 
they had committed the eare of their fouls on the hope 
of a continued change of preachers, he could not yield 
to the demands of the truſtees: And the rather, be- 
cauſe he well knew that the ſhock unavoidably attend- 
ing the exertion of their aſſumed prerogative, could. 


il de much better ſuſtained during his life time, 


than when he reſted from his labours. And ſhewing 
himſelf well deſerving the confidence the people had 
repoſed in him, he ſtood forth in their cauſe, that they 
might have him to Jook to for. ſhelter, when the ſtorm: 
aroſe; which advantage they would have been depri 
ed of, had he, for the fake of his own peace, fame 


ſubmitted the encroachments of the tr mh 
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as his unqueſtionable right of /appointi ng the preacti>- 


ers throughout the methodiſt connection; as, the diſ- 
poſal of that part of the ſubſcribers” property, which: 


| they had — with him, and not with the fruſſees. 
«I found' the purport of Mr.. Weſley's let- 
ter was ſent to Dewſbury, and aſſurances added, that 


P. 24. 


* 


Mr. Wefley would meddle u more in the affair. In 


anſwer to Mr. Weſley, L contradicted that part of his 


letter, which charged the blame of the truſtees mad- 
neſs on the encouragement which ſome of the preachers 
gave them. For which contradiction I afk his pardon. 
But I did it ignorantly. I did not then know what L 
have had full proof of ſince - that the matter was fix-' 


ed, and that one unſuſpected actad behind. the curtain! 

(I bo atts behand the curtain nus?) . 50 
t is true; in my anſwer 1 did not fatisfy. myſelf 
uith vindicating my brethren. No, this I could not 


do with a good conſcience, in the light in which things: 


appeared to me; not as they referred to that place 


only, but to the whole connection. Fherefore, I re- 
monſtrated with my venerable father on this ſubject; 
concluding, © that all our houſes ſhould be on one 


plan, that we might have ns more uneaſineſs about: 
4 ſettling them, and every ſet of truftees in the three- 


«kingdoms have the ſame right to fend any preacher: 


away as one had. And if this was generally allows” | 
cd, he might ſee itinerant. preaching (among the 
a methodiſts) ceaſe before his ſpirit returned to God? 
and every preaching-houſe. become an independent: 
« meeting-houſe ** I alſo offered, if he and the breth- 
ren agreed to put their necks under ſuch a yoke, to put 

mine alſo; after hading publicly. declared againſt it, as, 


ANTI-METHODISTICAL, and, in my view, utterly un- 


' CRIPTURAL,” P. 13. And only to prevent ruin, 
aid he or they (Mr. Mather and Co.) oppoſe the de- 
firey of the truſtees, which they would readily have 

„ EST. . 5 { 1 D granted, 
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granted, if they had taken themſelves only into the ac- 


count —if the SAD EFFECTS had terminated in and 


with themſelvet; but, alas! they ſaw them extending. 


to poſterity without end, involving every thing in end- 
eſs confuſion. P. 13. Mr. Mather's Supplement. 


Is it poſſible that any one ſhould look Mr. Mather 
in · the face, ho has publiſhed a vindication of ſuch 


en by hows; ene To call dem © re- 


ſpectable, whom he. has proved to be unjuſt : to 


- call ſuch; &“ generous,” as are ſapping the foundation 


of methodiſm—ſeeking to involve it, and all its order, 
in & endleſs confuſian! Lea, and that the oppoſers 

of ſuch truſtees as Mr. Mather oppoſed, ſhould © be 
guilty of treble tyranny, cruelty, and oppreſſion /*'—to 
the truſtees themſelves II What ſhall we think of 
Mr. Mather, if he do not call ſuch a publiſher as 


wrote a certain circular letter, to a proper account? 
- Should ſuch a one be found in our camp, certainly 


Mr. Mather will be the firſt perſoa, to inſiſt on his 


ring brought to a fair trial. 
Mr 


Mather, in his pamphlet, gives us to under- 
ſtand, that the Dewſbury Truſtees: claimed: a full 
power to exclude any of the preachers ſent to them, 
at 3 pleaſure ; and to be the diſpgJers of the pro- 
perty of the Ts cribers, to the preaching-houſe, at 
their will. though the Dewſbury I ruſtees had 
never exerciſed their power, in excluding a preacher. 
from their houſe ;—yet, becauſe they would not give 
up their power, and ſettle the. houſe according. to the 

onference-plan : every member in the Conference 


in the year 1788, was of an opinion, that we eught tw . 


withdraw. We did withdraw from the houſe: the 


Truſtees and Mr. Atley were left in- quiet poſſeſſion. 
A chapel (we did not call it an oppoſition one) was, 

_- builtnear to the houſe from whence we had withdrawn; 
A collection was made throughout England to de- 


fray 


« 4 { 
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fray the expence :—and Mr. Mather was the foreman 
in all this buſineſs, who either had, or ought to have 
had, the thanks of the Conference, for the diligence - 


and fidelity with which he ated in this affair. 

But the caſes are not parallel between the Dewſbury 
Truſtees, and thoſe of Briſtol, Their power was 
equal: but the Dewſbury Truſtees never exerciſed 
it: the Briſtol Truſtees exerciſed. it in a very ex- 


traordinary manner. The Dewſbury Truſtees never | 


talked of raiſing funds, and of combining with.others 


to divide the body of preachers. - The- Briſtob 


Truſtees did. 


There was no preacher, except Mr. A. who aided 


the Dewſbury Truſtees: ſeveral preachers aided thoſe 


of Briſtol, Should a fchifm be the conſequence of 


the recent affair in Briſtol; the Truſtees and Co. of 


Briſtol are the fole agents in the buſineſs, and anſwer- 


able to God for the conſequences, however fatal; If 


the Briſtol truſtees can be juſtified, then we muſt 


charge guilt on Mr. Weſley, Mr. Mather, and the 


Conference, who acted ſo unjuſtly to the Dewſbury\ 
truſtees, and Mt. Atley.- - - TA ee 


The following is Ms. -WWeſtev's letter is the Dewſtury: 
| Truſtees on this buſineſs, publiſhed in Mr. Mather's+ - 


Japplemenit « 24H RE 3 

To the Truſtees of Dewſbury; y. 
| L London, July 30, 1788. 

; My dear Brethren, - | n 1 ; 


THE queſtion between us is, By whom ſhall the hers 
lent from time to time to Dewſbury be judged ? You ſay, © By 
the truſtses.“ I ſay,—By their peers the preachers met in 
Conference. You ſay, “Give up this, and we will receive 
8 I ſay, I cannot, I dare not give up this, Therefore, 


ou will not receive them on theſe terms, you renounce con- 


nection with Your affeftioaate Brother, 55 
a „„ |: 44 
1 Ts According 


| 
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a 
According to this letter, the truſtees of Dewſbury, 
buy claiming a power to judge and expel any preacher 
ſent to them by Mr. Weſley and the Conference, re- 
nounced connection with the ſame.” But the Briſtol 
| - truſtees have claimed this power, publiſhed their au- 
| _  thority, and in the plenitude of the ſame, have caſt out 
a. worthy member of the conference. Either Mr. 
Weſley. did not underſtand the buſineſs, or, Briſtol 
F. : Truſtees and Co. have renounced the connection over 
which be preſided. Either Briſtol Truſtees and Co. 
_ - have un-methodized themſelves, or methodiſm is a 
new thing ſince Mr, Weſley's death, _ 


The following are extras from the caſe of Birflal-houſe,, 
* drawn. up by Mr. Weſley, and publiſhed by him in 
- the Arminian Magazine for the year 1788. 
. _. « Theſe things were mentioned at the enſuing con- 
ſtrrenee 3. and it was aſked, What can be done? The 
anſwer was, If the truſtees ſtill refuſe to ſettle it (the 
hauſe } on the Methodiſt-plan: if they ſill inſiſt that 
they will have the right of placing diſplacing. the 
preachers at their pleaſure : then, firſt, Leta plain ſtate 
of the caſe be drawn. up: ſecondly, Let a collection be 
made throughout England, in order to purchaſe 
ground, and build another preaching-houſe as near the 
preſent as may be. I proceed, ſecondly, to argue a 
little upon it. If it be aſked, Why ſhould not the 
Briſtol preaching-houſe, or any other, be ſettled ac- 
, Cording to that deed? I anſwer, Becauſe whenever the 
truſtees exert their power of placing and diſplacing 
the preachers, then, I. {tinerant preaching is no more. 
” When the truſtees in any place have found and fixt a 
preacher they Uke, the rotation of preachers is at an 
at leaft till they are tired of their favourite 
preacher, and ſo turn him out. 2. While he ſtays, is. 
not the bridle-in his mouth? How date he ſpeak 4 


— 
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n 1 

full and whole truth, ſince whenever he diſpleaſes the 
truſtees, he is liable to leſe his bread? How much leſs 
will he dare to pat a truſtee, though ever ſo ungodly, 
out of the ſociety? ' in 
If you ſay, «but though they have this power, the 
will not exert it: they never have exerted it at Briſ- 
tol.” Reaſon good; becauſe they have it not till my 
death. But it does not follow that neither they ncf 
their heirs will exert it by and by. T HP 
© But you afk, „Since this power will not com- 
mence till your death, why ſhould you oppoſe -it? 
Why ſhould not you keep yourſelf out of the broil, 
and let them fight it out, when you are at reſt? Wh 

thould you pull an old houſe upon your own head, 
when you are. juſt going out of the world? Peace be 
in your days. Why ſhould you take upon yourſelf the 
burden which you may leave to your ſucceſſors? 
1 anſwer, in this very reſpe& I have an advantage 
which my ſucceſſors cannot haye. Every one ſees, I 
am not pleading my own cauſe : I haye already all 
that T contend for: No, I am pleading for Mr. Tay- 
lor, Mr, Bradburn, Mr. Benſon, and for every other 
travelling preacher, that you may be as free, after E 
am gone hence, as you are now I am at your head: 
that you may never be liable to be turned out of any 
of our houjes, without any reaſon given, but that 
ſo is the pleaſure of twenty or thirty men (i. e. Truſtees. 

I fay, any; for I ſee no ſufficient reaſon for giying 

up any houſe in England. Indeed, if one were given 
up, more would follow: it wouid be as the letting out 
. F 
l infiſt upon that point, and let every thing elſe go: 
no methodiſt truſtees, if I can help it, Mall after my 
death, any more than while I live, have the power of 

placing and diſplacing the preachers. Obſerve. Plac- 

nz and diſplacing the preachers ! This is the, one 
* 1 ng ns Tranny point. 


* 
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int. Do not ramble from the queſtion. Do net 


puzzle it by a multitude; of words. If the Truſtees 


will not give it up, we mutt proceed acne to the 
- minute of the Conference, 
< But why ſhould we not wait Ui another Confe- 
rence ?” Firſt, Becauſe that will not alter the me- 
rits of the cauſe. To lodge the Rer. of placing 
and diſplacing the preachers in truſtees, would be as 
wrong then as it is now. Secandly, ys Becauſe you 
cannot inſure my life till another Conference: there- 
fore whateyer. is done ſhould be done quickly. * But 


1 then it is ſaid, you occaſion endleſs ſtrife, apimoſity, n 


| „ N and deſtroy the work of God. No; not 
I. It is theſe Truſtees that occaſion all the ſtrife, 
— bf and confuſion, by inſiſting upon a right to 

| 5 preachers. I go on in the old Way, 
__ I did at W 3 and Newcaflle, 

405 roy. the tour of God, And L charge th em with the, 
— of all thoſe /oxls, that are deſtroyed by this conten- 


tion. It is they that do the wrang, that will. plate and, * 


diſplace preachers, who bawl, and pour out bitter 
words. But let them take care; for God heare th; 
and he will ariſe agd maintain his own cauſe! - 
.. Jon . 1. 
I flood on this very * ground at. Brito), 
Mr. Weſley directed me,—to oppoſe ra what ho 
_ oppoſed in this caſe. I oppoſed no Truſtees, who 
ſtood in their methodiſtical ſtation, but thoſe only, 
who were plotting and acting ta overturn methodiim. 
I had no idea of helping to bring in a new, plan, I did 
not wiſh it: nor of o ppoling the ald plan, Llaveit, and 
am reſolved to follow it. My ſingle aim was, to op- 
poſe a new Truſtee plan; which, if tamely ſubmitted toy, , 
Would be “ As the letting out, of the water,” | 
| Beiſtel Truſtees "_ the. power A and a | 


ſtinately SS; out of. 10 inder » RY 8 
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ing their preachers (againſt which-Mr. Weſley and 
Mr and had they | 


Mather fo vehemently exclaim); 
been quiet with it, as in Mr. Weſley's days, there 


would have been no contention :—but they exerted it, 


without any other reaſon than their own till and 
| 2 ; in deſiance to Mr. Weſley, Mr. Mather, 
ethodiſm, and the Conference | Was not every ho- 


neſt methodiſt called upon to bear his -teſtimony a- 


gainſt fo ſhameful an “ innovation?“ and as much as 

in him lay, to ſtop its progreſs?  _ ä 
According to Mr. Weſley, were ſuch caſes as Briſ- 

tol general, the Conference would be no longer free; 


it would ſoon be annihilated—itinerancy would ceaſe 


—and methodiſm ſoon be no more !—As to what is 
ſaid about the Briſtol Truſtees ſettling their chapels on 


the Confetence-plan, a great ſtretch of faith is required 


to believe any ſincerity in.it. What can any one think, 
that, after every propoſal had been made to them, 


which conſiſtently could be made, and beyond what | 


ought to have been done ;—when every perſuaſive. 


been uſed which could be meditated ; and every, 
argument had been offered, of which Mr. Weſley him 
ſelf was capable:—yet, all in vain! For, though a 
promiſe was drawn from them by Mr. Weſley, of ad- 
ding a codicil to the deed ; yet he never could bring, 
them to the performance! And can we think them 


ſincere in the propoſal of n their chapels no )? 


The utmoſt lengths to which it is pretended they, 
tame, in order to a reconciliation, were ſuch, as that, 
1. The order of the Conference muſt be annulled, to 
make way for them; 2. They alſo muſt give law at: 
Portland Chapel | with which they have nothing to 
do. But would they come forward and ſettle their 


and after all, become true Conference men then, au 


xt of oblivion would take place for whatis paſt ; and 4 
err X ö | ; we p | . 


a 
4 | 
3 


elapels according to the fair propoſals made to them, 


* 
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we ſhall be ready to embrace them as dear brethren, 
und be of one family, ß. 
Till dus be done, we cannot view them in any 
ether light, than in a' ſtate of. rebellion againſt their 
brethren. The oppoſition which was made to them, 
was no more than a manly ſtand for the rights of Me- 
thodiſm, and the. Conference. The perſons who act- 
ed therein, acted in uprightneſs and ſincerity, to ſerve 
God, and his cauſe, as if the laſt act on the ſtage of 
life; It is aſked, © If Mr. Benſon had not gone to 
the truſtees, but had left. them and their. houſes to 
themſelves—where could he have gone for the year?” 
I anſwer, to his brethren, who ardently invited him, 
and | with open arms to receive him: the ho- 
neſt methodiſt ſociety in Briſtok, Theſe he would 
have found as congenial to his real ſentiments, as 
_ thoſe to whom he went. For Mr. Benſon has no 
more objection (where it is likely to do good) to 
haye our ſervice in church hours, than Mr. Moore 
has. When Mr. Benſon and 1 travelled in Sheffield 
together, he was zealous to bring about our having 
ſervice in church hours there ;—he carried his point, 
and eſtabliihed it. | | 
Nor, indeed, has he any more objection to the au 
crament being adminiſtered by the methodiſt itinerant 
reachers, than I have, where the people claim it. 
e in that reſpect may boaſt of more than I can,— 
About half a year ago he made a convert to that doc- 
trine; I do not know that I ever made one to it. 
In his way to our laſt Conference, a pious member of 
_ - our ſociety, a leader and local-preacher, who, being 
doubtful about the Lord's-ſupper being adminiſtered 
among the methodiſts, by their own preachers, deſir- 
ed Mr. Benſon to give his opinion of it. Mr. Benſon 8 
told him, „ It muſt be done. For (ſaid he) our. 
people being brought to God by our miniſtry, and 
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Ending that their own preachers can adminiſter that 


bleſſed ordinance to them, will demand it of us, in 
preference to their receiving it at the hands of a mi- 


niſter, of whom they cannot approve.“ He added, 


It muſt be adminiſtered to them, where the people 


claim it, or, the work of God will be deſtroyed in 
many places, by our withholding it from them.” — 
From that time this ſaid perſon has been ſtaunch for 
our having the Lord's-ſupper adminiſtered among 
ourſelves, where the people deſire it. 

Might not, then, Mr. Benſon have come, without 
any injury to his conſcience, among ſo loving a peo- 
ple as worſhip at Portland Chapel? 1 they ſo 

ly agree in ſentiment. Which, if he had done, 
[ am perſuaded, confuſion would not have ſpread its 
gloom over the kingdom ;. nor would © diviſions” 
have been © fomented”” among us. x 
No preacher has been more moderate about urging 
the ſacrament than I, Nor has any one been more 
afraid of our out-running divine providence. Vet, 
where providence clearly opens the way, we ought to 
walk in it; no methodiſt plan forbids it. 4 
When a whole ſociety (chiey) deſite and demand 


of their own fathers (who begat them to God, and 


who have nurſed them with the ſincere milk of the 
word) that bleſſed ordinance, inſtituted by our Lord; - 


to keep alive the remembrance of this dying love, for 
the benefit of his real diſciples : ſhall two or three 


lordly, or bigoted men, forbid it by ſome tem- 
poral power or influence, with-hold it from them, 

and fay, it ſhall not be? Some have called that ſacred | 
ordinance an © innovation; and can diſpenſe with 


the negle& of it! They pretend it is not according 
to the old plan of methodiſm, to introduce it into our 
ſoeieties, &c. &. | | 2 
Ihe oLD PLAN of methodiſm, according to Mr. 
os A WMeſley 


. 
o 


N 
Weſley (ho beſt underſtood it) has ever been, from 
- firſt to lait, Te follow the leadings of providence, in 
. doing good, and promoting the kingdom of Chrift, in the 
 - uſe of the bel mens in dur power. . 
I have heard Mr. Wefley tell the ſociety in Lon- 
don, „We have no fixed plan, but as providence 
opens our way for the furtherance of the goſpel, we 


Walk in it: and in this ſenſe our plan may be ſaid to 


de always new; fo has it been from the beginning. 
Mr. Mather ſays te the ſame pur paſe of him. © It 
is well-known, 2. Mr. Wee — — Ih ſo 
fixed in any uneſſential matter, as not to be willing 
to alter, or amend, where it appęared conſiſtent with 
religion and equity fo to do 
nin 49] q "3:6" Mather's Supplement. 
Ar. Marlin ſays, in a letter which I haue before 
me, that, & In order to deceive the people; theſe dil- 
cerning gentlemen will tell you, that the preachers 
have departed from Mr. Weſley's plan: But 1 deny 
it. It was Mr. Weſley's plan to follow the leadings 
of providence. Though he was a miniſter of the 
church of England, yet, when called by providence, 
be preached in the ſtreets : built chapels, and preach- 


e in them; and employed lay-preachers. He alfo 


feat e kf . wr to Scotland, to preach, bap- 
tize, adminiſter the ſacrament, and to marry. 
Bat theſe gentlemen affirm, that, the facrament 
was never given in England by laymen, in Mr. Weſ⸗ 
ley's life time: but I deny it. Above thirty years 
-ago Mr. Weſley ſent me to the city-of Norwich, to 
A congregation, who deſired the ſacrament; and | 
both baptized” their children, and adminiſtered the 
ſacrament to the people, part of three years; and 
tze who followed me did the fame. 80 
there has been nothing done by the preachers —_ 


23 1 
Mr. Weſley's death, a a 
life time.” Joux MvxzLin.” 


At Mr. Weſley's death, the baptizing of children, 


and the adminiſtering of the Lord's-fupper were per- 


formed by the methodiſt travelling preache;s: and 


de evidently laid a plan for it to become general where 


the kingdom'of- Chriſt, might, i in = probability, be 


promoted thereby. + ' 
As to the ſenſeleſs cry of our becoming diſſenters, 


4 theſe means among ourſelves, (in certain 


where the people claim them) and after the 
— of the church of England, is too abſurd to 


deſerve notice. Many are of opinion, that, our hav- . 


ing ſo much of the church-ſervice among us, does 
not only ſhow-our love to it, but will tend, more 


than any 50 elſe, to keep us well affected to the eſta - 
bliſhment. "Where our people prefer the receivi 
of the Lord's-ſupper at the church, ſo let it be. 

1 have received it with great benefit in the church 


velling preachers. But everyone ſhould be at liberty 


deneſit. Lo neglect the receiving of it, is to deprive 
ourſelves of ' a moſt ſpecial mean of 224 7 und to 
Ain againſt him who inſtituted it, and $72 Do 
IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. | 


of his cauſe; let there be nb ſchiſm in the body. 
Sure, every true methodiſt will be as much againſt a 
diviſion among us, as the real mother was — the 
Aviding of her living child in the days of Soloman. 
There is no eſſential difference among us now. 
uneſſential matters we muſt think and let thint; ow 
«ow the Reals cs: to 9 our e A toe eurſelves 


g 
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of England, in the church of Scotland, and alſo in 
our on ſociety, when adminiſtered by our own tra- 


to receive it, where he can fand the moſt freedom ane 


To this reconciling plan, fathers and TOTES 15 
exhort you. For the Lord's fake, and for the ſake-* 
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113 be no ſchiſm in the y. This is the plan of f 


| preachers, leaders, truſtees, ſtewards, 
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cen Let us-putſge, in the "beſt FIAT TRA 
the end of our calling. We are ſervants of the 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſent, — ote his kingdom 9247 inte- 
reſts in the world. e have 1 greatly honoured 
With his preſence, l Let 
us never diſhonour hi 3 
all our abilities for Frog eee 
word :—ſeeking to be filled with that chan re” mg 
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